SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 16 JANUARY 2005 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS, however not 
today as Chris is out of town. 


In the news today: 

AMSAT NA PRESIDENT TO BE GUEST SPEAKER ON INTECNET 
PEARS NATIONAL VHF/UHF CONTEST 

THE VALUE OF AMATEUR RADIO IN DISASTERS 

SARL IARU FUND FOR 2005 NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

BOOK NOW FOR THE NEXT RTA EVENT 

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS depends on clubs and individuals for news items of interest to 
amateurs. Please place your news items on the web site of the SARL, which 
is www.sarlorg.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday pre-ceding the 
bulletin date. It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and 
English. 


AMSAT NA PRESIDENT TO BE GUEST SPEAKER ON INTECNET 


AMSAT North America President Rick Hambley, W2GPS, will be the guest 
speaker on the first Intecnet for 2005 on the air on 23 January at 20:00 CAT. 
Rick, who was project leader for AMSAT Oscar 51, was elected President in 
October last year. He will discuss AO 51, and Project Eagle, a new satellite 
project. 


The Intecnet will follow the President’s net, which starts at 19:00. Clubs 
are invited to book now to have their repeater linked. Send an e-mail to 
armi@sarl.org.za with the following details: repeater fre-quency, area covered 
and the telephone number to be linked. 


PEARS NATIONAL VHF/UHF CONTEST 


The PEARS National VHF/UHF Contest will take place on the weekend of 21 
- 23 January 2005. This contest is open to all amateurs in the RSA and the 


neighbouring countries. The 48-hour contest has been divided into two equal 
sessions of 24 hours each; this means that the same station can be worked in 
both sessions and thus increases the activity. All scores on each respective band 
will be multiplied by the number of grid squares worked on that band. 


This is the first year that the 4m band will be included in this con-test; operation 
will be on the 6 m, 4 m, 2 m, 70 cm and 23 cm bands. Categories include 
Digital stations, Analogue single operator, Analogue Club or Multi-Operator 
and Analogue QRP (2 m FM Only). The full rules can be found on the PEARS 
website www.qsl.net /zs2pe 


THE VALUE OF AMATEUR RADIO IN DISASTERS [Report from Francois 
Botha, ZS6BUU, National Director - HAMNET] 


The drama unfolding in South East Asia after the earthquake and follow-ing 
tsunami, has again highlighted the real value that Amateur Radio can play 
in disaster situations. Volumes can be written about the un-selfish and often 
dangerous work being done by amateurs in India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and 
other countries affected by the disaster. 


Hamnet was in touch with some of the countries involved and offered our assis- 
tance on a standby basis to Indonesia and Sri Lanka via e-mail and also directly 
with Sumatra where we spoke to operator Fahm who was man-ning YBOZ - the 
official emergency radio station in that country. We had an e-mail reply from 
Sri Lanka thanking us for our support but as I have mentioned before, we are 
so far removed from the disaster area that we may never become involved. 


However, two items need special mention. 


For the first time in 25 years, the Indian Government allowed a DXpedi-tion to 
the Island of Andaman, one of the islands devastated by the flooding. Little did 
the members of the team realise that their expe-dition soon after arrival, turned 
into an emergency communications op-erational centre. After the tidal wave, 
no power was available on the island. They scavenged car batteries and within 
two hours of the dis-aster, were back on the air, sending and receiving Health 
and Welfare and Government messages between them and the Indian mainland. 


The second item really emphasizes the value of amateur radio on the is-land of 
Sri Lanka. The Prime Minister of the island was so in need of information that 
an amateur radio station was established in his offi-cial residence which became 
the operational head quarters of Sri Lanka where information was gathered 
from around the country. When one is invited to set up a station in the Prime 
Minister’s office, then you know you have arrived. 


Amateur radio will continue to play an important role in the affected area for 
many months to come, but it is gratifying to see how our hobby can be turned 
into a life saving situation when required to do so. 


SARL IARU FUND FOR 2005 NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 


The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust will be continuing rais- 
ing funds for the SARL IARU fund to enable the SARL to meet its payment 
commitments to the IARU within the time frame. Fees for 2005 are due by 
June. In September 2005 the tri-annual IARU Region 1 con-ference will be held 
in Switzerland. As a major player in Africa, at least one delegate must represent 
the South Africa African Radio League, preferably more. Current membership 
fees do not cover the cost involved. 


The fees for 2004 were paid at the end of November thanks to the gener-ous 
support of Radio Amateurs and clubs. The SA Amateur Radio Develop-ment 
Trust thanks all those who have contributed. R14 921 was col-lected. The 
amount in Rand paid to the IARU was R12 204. The balance carried over 
to the 2005 appeal is R1 916,00. A full list of donors can be viewed on 
www.amateurradio.org.za. 


The first contributor to the 2005 campaign is ZS1AT, Nick Sauerman. Thanks 
Nick. Contributions can be sent by cheque to SA Amateur Radio Development 
Trust, P O Box 90438 Garsfontein 0042 or paid into the ac-count at ABSA, 
Account number 560 142 722 Branch Menlyn Park. 


BOOK NOW FOR THE NEXT RTA EVENT 


The next Radio Technology in Action lecture will be held on Saturday 12 Febru- 
ary 2005. Prof Justin Jonas will speak on the Square Kilometre Array and the 
invisible universe. The lecture is part of the SARL’s Radio Technology in Action 
Programme, which focuses on new and emerging communication, and electronic 
technologies. 


The lecture will be held at the SARL National Amateur Radio Centre at Sender 
Technology Park in Roodepoort starting at 10:00 am. Bookings are essential 
and an entrance fee of R20 is payable at the door. To book call the SARL on 
O11 675 2393 or email admin@sarl.org.za. 


Radio telescopes allow us to observe cosmic objects at great distances from our 
vantage point here on Earth. For astrophysical and technical reasons, radio tele- 
scopes are better suited to studying the distant cosmos than the more familiar 
optical telescopes. The telescope, dubbed the Square Kilometre Array (SKA), 
is currently being designed and may be located in South Africa. This lecture 
describes the scien-tific opportunities and technical challenges that characterize 
the SKA project, with a particular emphasis on the South African perspective. 
Visit www.sarl.org.za for more details. 


CLUB NEWS 
EAST RAND FLEA MARKET 


The East Rand Radio Club will be hosting a flea market on 05 February 2005 
from 09:00 at the clubhouse in Springs. 


Tables are R20-00 and bookings can be done at Johanna Harris on tele-phone 011 
814 2121. This flea market marks the date of the VHF/UHF Linear Amplifier 


giveaway. Tickets are still available. 
OAKDALE ARC HOLDS ITS AGM. 


With an excellent attendance of 59 members and 2 visitors, the Oakdale Ama- 
teur Radio Club had a very successful AGM last Monday. With just 2 changes, 
most members of the 2004 committee were re-elected as follows: 


Chairman: Dave Perry, ZS1SG; Vice Chairman/Shack: Manager Bernie 
Crockford ZS1BW Treasurer/ Secretary: Dennis Maastricht, ZS1DTM; Field 
events: Gerald Meneses, ZS1GRM; Digital technology /Computers/Software: 
Terry Cotton, ZSIAYJ, and Frank Daelemans, ZS1CM; Foxhunts & Outdoor 
activities: Fred Scheepers, ZR1IFCS; Public Relations/raffles, etc: Marion 
Young, ZRIQRN; Contests/QSLs etc: Dennis Wells, ZS1AU; Technical 
Advisor: Herman de Kock, ZS1HZ; Caterer: Herbie Evans, ZRIABV. 


The Club Member of the Year Trophy was awarded to Gerald, ZS1GRM, for his 
outstanding efforts for the club in general, but especially with the Lighthouse 
weekends. The VHF Distance Trophy was awarded to Naz, ZSINAZ, for his 
achievements on 2 metres and 6 metres. 


The formalities were followed by a very interesting presentation, by Terry 
ZS1AYJ, on a PIC based LCR bridge and frequency counter. The meeting 
decided that the former should be adopted as a club project. The AGM wound 
up with a very fine buffet provided by the club caterer Herbie. 


PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 


Kobus, ZS6KOB, reports that propagation conditions were once again very weak 
with very little sun spot activity. The sun spot number was 35,8 on Thursday, 
compared to the 28,3 of the previous week. On 6 January, it made a sudden dip 
to 15. On 13 and 14 January there was a corona opening on the surface of the 
sun, but very little activity. 


Many DX enthusiasts worldwide are now using Echolink, including myself. I do 
not see Echolink as an amateur radio mode. It cannot replace the excitement 
of real DX. 


Although the end of cycle 23 is expected during 2007, it may happen much 
earlier. 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


21 to 23 January PEARS VHF Contest; 23 January - President’s net and Intec- 
net; 29 January SARL Youth Day; 05 February East Rand RC Flea market; 10 
February Submit synopsis of proposed papers for AMSATCON2005; 12 Febru- 
ary - RTA lecture at the NARC at 10:00; 12 and 13 February SARL HF Field 
Day; 18 March - Closing date for the Tinus Lange 7066 Awards; 31 March - 
Submit final papers for AMSATCON2005; closing date for part 1 of the 2005 
Construction Competition; 08 April - SARL Awards Dinner; 09 April - SARL 
AGM; 14 May - AMSATCON2005. 


The SARL invites you to listen on Sundays at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror 
International on 17 700, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m re-peaters in 
different areas. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 
3 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis, 
ZS4BS, and read by ........from......... as a service to ra-dio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


